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TAGS: AORG, OCON, IAEA, TECH 

SUBJECT: IAEA NUCLEAR POWER TRAINING COURSES IN USA 

1 . MISSION HAS RECEIVED AGENCY LETTER ADVISING THAT, 

DURING ITS RECENT MEETING IN KARLSRUHE, AGENCY'S ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON NUCLEAR POWER TRAINING COURSES RECOMMENDED 
FOLLOWING FOUR COURSES IN 1979 AT ARGONNE NATIONAL 
LABORATORY: A) ELECTRIC SYSTEM EXPANSION PLANNING (8 
WEEKS); B) OVERVIEW COURSE ON NUCLEAR POWER PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT (14 WEEKS); C) SITING FOR NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS 

(9 WEEKS); AND D) SAFETY AND RELIABILITY IN OPERATION (6 
WEEKS). 

2. AGENCY LETTER FROM ACTING DDG SRISUKH NOTES HIS IN 
TENTION TO SUPPORT THIS RECOMMENDATION AND TRUSTS THAT 
DG WILL APPROVE. SINCE AGENCY'S TRAINING PROGRAM IS 
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SET UP ANNUALLY AND DEPENDS ON FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE 
THROUGH VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, 
AGENCY CANNOT MAKE ANY COMMITMENTS CONCERNING FUTURE 
YEARS PROGRAMS. AGENCY, HOWEVER, WISHES TO ASSURE THAT 
IT IS AT LEAST AGENCY'S INTENTION TO MAINTAIN ITS COOPERA- 
TION WITH ARGONNE NATIONAL LABORATORY IN THE FIELD OF 
NUCLEAR POWER COURSES AT THE CURRENT LEVEL. 
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3. AGENCY LETTER ALSO NOTES THAT, RE ITS 1978 TRAINING 
COURSE PROGRAM, AGENCY HAS RUN INTO SOME PROBLEMS DUE TO 
FACT THAT LARGE PART OF MEMBER STATES' VOLUNTARY CONTRI- 
BUTIONS FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IS GIVEN IN NON- 
CONVERTIBLE CURRENCY. AGENCY THUS FINDS ITSELF WITH 
INSUFFICIENT CONVERTIBLE CURRENCIES REQUIRED TO CARRY OUT 
ITS TRAINING PROGRAM. AGENCY IS PRESENTLY STUDYING 
SEVERAL POSSIBILITIES TO OVERCOME THIS PROBLEM. ONE 
POSSIBILITY MIGHT BE TO CANCEL OR POSTPONE ONE OR TWO 
TRAINING COURSES WHICH HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN THE 1978 
PROGRAM. BEFORE TAKING SUCH A DECISION, HOWEVER, AGENCY 
INQUIRES WHETHER U.S. AUTHORITIES MIGHT AGREE TO THE 
POSTPONEMENT OF ONE OF THE COURSES AT ARGONNE NATIONAL 
LABORATORY SCHEDULED FOR 1978, SAY THE INTERREGIONAL 
TRAINING COURSE ON QUALITY ASSURANCE, FROM LATE 1978 TO 
EARLY 1979. FYI. MISSION UNDERSTANDS SIMILAR LETTER HAS 
BEEN SENT TO FRG MISSION. END FYI. 

4. MISSION COMMENTS RE LATTER PROBLEM WILL FOLLOW SEPTEL. 
PLEASE ADVISE. LABOWITZ 
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